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Mr. Draper developed one of the first word-proceggirograms
as well as the technology that made possible vadterated
telephone menus. He receives invitations to speédreign Overall Momingstar Rating”
governments and international conferences. At entec

celebration ofApple Inc.'s 30th anniversary, Mr. Draper, sporting * * * *
a straggly beard, stood to contribute a story, iogute room to

break into applause. e i

Mr. Draper spent three stints in jail in the 197@stampering
with the phone system. A court-appointed psyctaatmce found
him to be "psychotic," although another found nioghivrong
with him. Until a fall at a conference in Istanlaglgravated a
back injury, Mr. Draper was a regular in the raver®, where
people gather in remote locations and dance thréhegyhight to
electronic music. Mr. Draper once did $10,000 wafthVeb-site
design and other computer work for a Bay-area fhistrin return
for physical therapy on his back because he laekin
insurance.

"When | first met him, he was toothless, wearimped jeans and
looked like a hippie," says Tolga Katas, a mus@dpicer and
computer programmer in Las Vegas who recently hifed
Draper to do technical work for his new Web eniartent
company. "Then | learned what he has done and leasb
away."
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Mr. Draper is the best known. "He was the kinghef herds," MORE
says Allan Lundell, who runs an independent filrmpany and
has chronicled the evolution of Silicon Valley. COMPANIES —
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his sometimes-distant father, who is now deceak#th threw
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"Our father didn't understand what John neededchwvias a
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constant supply of education and resources," saps 'Rie
absorbed this stuff like a sponge." Ron Draper s&yparents
briefly sought psychiatric treatment for his bratidien he was a personalized Home Page Setup
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"l liked the sessions," says Mr. Draper of the péytric
counseling. "At least someone was listening to rhie."
acknowledges he can become obsessive but denigeththere's anything wrong with him.

In 1964, after taking some college courses, MrpBrgoined the Air Force, which his parents
thought would provide much-needed discipline. Hs a@nt to Alaska and later Maine, where he
served as a radar technician. Since the soldigi®hly one phone line on which to call home,
Mr. Draper began tinkering with the access codesfigured out how to make free calls through
the local switchboard.

After an honorable discharge in 1968, he built deaseveral companies in the San Francisco
Bay area. But his work, much of which was militaeyated, was out of step with the
counterculture blooming around him. Mr. Draper gtas/hair and began spending more time on
a pirate radio station, which he operated frombihek of his green Volkswagen van to make it
harder for authorities to track the signal. He algoed his attention to the phone system, an
attraction for like-minded techies before the afiof personal computers.

Mr. Draper learned how to make free calls by inniaithe tones used by the phone company. He
learned from other "phone phreaks" -- as the haosalted themselves -- including blind
teenagers with near-perfect pitch. Mr. Draper ledrtihat a toy whistle found in a cereal box
would also imitate the required tones, earning tiiennickname Cap'n Crunch.

The point was not just to make free calls but tplese and learn from the phone company's rich
and complicated system. On one occasion, Mr. Draggs he learned the code word needed to
speak with the president -- "Olympus" -- and gobtigh to someone on a secure line he thought
was President Nixon. Mr. Draper says he told tha at@out a toilet-paper shortage in Los
Angeles.

Authorities began to take notice, particularly afidengthy article on phone phreaking appeared
in the October 1971 edition of Esquire magazine.Maper, the group's ringleader, was arrested
for the first time several months later on chargfesire fraud, and received a five-year probation.

The Esquire article also caught the attention e¥/&Wozniak, an eventual Apple co-founder,
who invited Mr. Draper to his dorm room at the Uity of California at Berkeley. When Mr.
Draper appeared that evening, Mr. Wozniak, them&k, taken aback by his guest's appearance
and odor, Mr. Wozniak wrote in his recent autobaquy.

"Are you Cap'n Crunch?" Mr. Wozniak asked in digfebccording to the book.
"l am he," Mr. Draper responded as he strode imtadom.

Mr. Draper showed Mr. Wozniak and a friend, Mr. gadow to build a device that could prod
telephone tones. The pair turned the knowledgearsmall business on the Berkeley campus,
their first collaboration before founding Appleenf years later.

Mr. Wozniak employed Mr. Draper at Apple, whereaasontractor in 1977 he designed a device
that could immediately identify phone signals ainéd -- such as ones that made free calls --
something modems were not able to do for a dedddetechnology would later be used for
tone-activated calling menus, voice mail and otheposes.

APPLE DROPPED the device, called a phone board, anxious to aveghtive publicity from

its association with illegal phoning, accordingdaamer Apple employees. "It was a great board
and others at Apple didn't recognize that," says\Wwzniak. Mr. Draper became closer to Mr.
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Wozniak than to Mr. Jobs, who sometimes felt unantable around Mr. Draper, former Apple
employees recall.

"John was a little strange and Jobs felt bettgfirsgeaway from him," says Mr. Wozniak, who
remained in touch with Mr. Draper over the years. Mbs in an email declines to comment.

Just as the computer revolution was about to bégiinDraper's legal problems steered him a
from the action. He was sentenced to prison fonpHeoaud in 1976 and again in 1978, and says
he was attacked during that second stint by antemvdh a baseball bat, permanently damaging
his back.

The next year -- after his third bust for phoneaiffa- he was berated for his behavior. "You have
to pay for your longdistance phone calls," a San Jose U.S. DistricttGodge told Mr. Draper i
his sentencing, according to an account in theF8ancisco Chronicle. "Is that a very difficult
moral concept to grasp?"

Mr. Draper's lawyer replied: "His entire realityshi@ do with the technology of computers and
telephones. When he gets involved with the teclgybspect, he loses all sense of morality."

TWO COURT-APPOINTED psychiatrists examined Mr. Draper. One concludetdd an
"underdeveloped sense of people” and was "psyc¢hétie other found nothing wrong with him,
according to the Chronicle article.

In 1979, while serving a sentence of a year oftsigithe Alameda County jail -- it was later
reduced to a few months -- Mr. Draper wrote theyR&ster word-processing program. At night
he wrote code in longhand, diligently preparingtfoe next day when he could spend time in the
offices of a software company he founded with fiign

Mr. Draper received permission from the sherifffice to attend a computer fair in 1979 in San
Francisco, where the program, named after thefitalt Easy Rider," was a hit. It became
Apple's first wordprocessing program. When IBM launched its first R@lso chose EasyWritt
over competition from other programmers, includingoung Bill Gates.

Mr. Draper bought a Mercedes and a home in HaBatii the company he founded, Cap'n
Software Inc., earned less than $1 million in rexeeaver a six-year period, according to Mr.
Draper and Matthew Mcintosh, who ran operation® fidal winner was Bill Baker, who hand
EasyWriter's distribution and marketing throughdig company. Without Mr. Draper's
knowledge, Mr. Baker hired his own programmersramte EasyWriter Il just as Cap'n Software
was publishing EasyWriter 1.1.

Cap'n Software sued and the matter was settledun with Mr. Baker paying the pair an
undisclosed amount. Mr. Baker, now an Internetegmameur in Corona del Mar, Calif., says his
version of EasyWriter was for the higher-end cogp@market and didn't conflict with Mr.
Draper's, although he acknowledges the possiliditgonfusion.

Mr. Baker says he helped Mr. Draper get a staouiness. "There are people who see
themselves as victims no matter how much moneywarhany opportunities you give them,"
says Mr. Baker, who sold his distribution compamyt983 for $10 million.

Mr. Draper worked for several years in the lateQO®rAutodeskinc., a San Rafael, Calif.,
company that makes design software. He was laidloffg with others when new management
arrived. It would be his last corporate job.

Through the 1990s, the story was the same. Mr. @najas qualified for any number of openir
but some companies didn't want to hire someoneavdtiminal record while others remained
wary of his eccentricities. Promising opportunitigigh Apple and NASA came and went, he
says.
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As Silicon Valley was taking flight again, this #mwith the Internet boom, Mr. Draper turned to
the rave scene. He traveled as far as Australidratid, where he got by for months at a time
earning money designing Web sites and writing caempeode.

Mr. Draper several years ago developed some Irtsgaurity equipment and started a comp:
Some clients were interested, but the company fengttwhen one of its executives, a fellow
raver, made off with much of the money from investsay Mr. Draper and another executive,
John Johnson.

Mr. Johnson is still trying to make a go of thegurot, with Mr. Draper's help. Mr. Johnson's
dilemma is whether to use Mr. Draper's name --de fi. "Some companies say we don't want
any contact with that guy,” says Mr. Johnson, wiysdhe's in advanced discussions with the
Department of Defense about the product. The Pentdgclines to comment.

Mr. Katas, who recently hired Mr. Draper to work fas online entertainment company,
en2go.com, recently arranged to have Mr. Drapet mseftware executive in Beverly Hills as a
possible source for more work. Before the meetihg,Katas emailed the executive about the
"legendary John Draper," listing his achievements.

Mr. Draper, who was included in the email, repliedhe executive and Mr. Katas that he had no
money for parking and doubted that his car woult#terthe trip across town.

"John just doesn't understand that if he seemscersaful, then successful people won't
understand how talented he really is," says Chadtlarie. Ms. Marie does promotional work
Mr. Katas and helps Mr. Draper organize his busitiés, handling invitations to speak at
conferences and an online TV show he producegltads with Internet security. She also
occasionally cleans up his apartment and washeddifes.

Mr. Draper's friends from the EasyWriter days wdhgt time is running out. Work is getting
harder to find now that tech companies are outsogifmrogramming work to inexpensive labor
markets overseas.

Contemporaries who've gone on to riches and faméheg've tried to help Mr. Draper over the
years. Mr. Wozniak, who now invests in high-tecinpanies and is involved in computer
education in schools, recently gave Mr. Drapena Apple Powerbook computer. He has also
helped out with Mr. Draper's legal bills.

Mr. Wozniak says Mr. Draper's problem is that kidislie in technology rather in making
business deals or starting a company. "He didmiecfsom a business orientation," says Mr.
Wozniak.

Mr. Draper's unusual behavior, such as shoutirmmabne smoking anywhere near him, could
wear on fellow workers and employers. "He was nel&starter, or associated with all the
companies springing up back then," says Mr. Wozniglt, actually, John is one of the happiest
guys | know, no matter what his situation seems."

ON A RECENT MORNING at a Bob's Big Boy restaurant in Burbank, Calhere he goes
when he has enough money, Mr. Draper ordered bl iseakfast: eggs and bacon first, to be
followed five to seven minutes later by grilled pakes loaded with butter and syrup.

The first course arrived. "The bacon's too grebssin't accept these,” he shouted at the waiter.
Mr. Draper sends back his bacon about 70% of the.tHe says that since he has no opposing
teeth, the bacon needs to be crisp enough to lféakhis mouth. He lost most of his teeth from
infrequent dental care, which he blames on his tddiealth insurance.

After breakfast, Mr. Draper returned to his onemoapartment beside a four-lane expressway.

The apartment was in squalor, with open cereal §alethes in trash bags, computers and old
newspapers strewn about. Mr. Draper left an angigevmessage for a client who hadn't paid for
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some programming work. He fretted that withoutrieney he would have difficulty covering
electricity bill that month.

"I'm blacklisted, man, a permanent menace to spdigfuess," he said. "It's too bad because
are some things | think | could contribute."

Write to the Online Journal's editorsragwseditors@wsj.com

[Z] ESEMAT FOR PRINTING
Sponsored by

TOSHIBA

COPY = FAX = PRINT

ADVERTISERS LINKS | WHAT'S THIS?

Scottrade Online Broker
$7 online trades. Fast, accurate executions. 285+ offices nationwide.
www.scottrade.com

Forex.com — Free 50K Practice Account
Try forex trading risk-free for 30 days. Real time charts, research.
www.forex.com

Online Forex Trading - Free Demo
Learn to trade forex with GFT's award-winning software, Dealbook 360.
www.GFTforex.com

Return To Top

Subscribe Log In Take a Tour Contact Us Help Email Setup Customer Service: Online | Print
Privacy Policy Subscriber Agreement & Terms of Use Mobile Devices RSS Feeds
News Licensing Advertising About Dow Jones

Copyright © 2007 Dow Jones & Company, Inc. All Rights Reserved

powanes

http://online.wsj.com/article email/SB11686337928852:-IMyQjAXMDE3NjE4AMzZzYX... 1/16/200



