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Simplified Chinese

BWAT A2
BENZTH
38l
i}

Traditional Chinese

BLGATE?
E2 A AT
[id7A
%!

Pinyin
Yado chi shénme?
W6 yao chi mian.
Héochi!
Dui!
English
What do you want to eat?
I want to eat noodles.
Delicious!
Yes!
Vocabulary
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English
L L yao to want, to need
172 172 chi to eat
T T midn noodle
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& 2 wo I, me
'3 /{8 hdo good
poj Fa) dui correct, right
/3572 /38172 hdochi delicious
4 e shénme what
Vocabulary Sample Sentences
WhE K. Ta yao hui jia. She wants to go home.
REWIK o W6 yao hé shui . I want to drink water.
BWAT A2 Ydo chi shénme? What do you want to eat?
IS BRI AR I, Nage fandian de mian hén  The noodles at that
hdochi. restaurant are delicious.
BRAZRNZ . W6 bu xihuan chi mian. I don’t like to eat
noodles.
TR, W6 shi da xué sheng. I am a college student.
TR o Jiazhou hén hdo. California is very nice.
PRVEAENT o Ni shud de dui. You are correct.
XIESRIR IS ! Zhé dao cai hén hdo chi. This dish is very
delicious!
BWAT A2 Yoo chi shénme? What do (you) want to eat?
WhE K. Ta yao hui jia. She wants to go home.
REWIK o W6 yao hé shui . I want to drink water.
BWAT A2 Ydo chi shénme? What do you want to eat?
AR PRI AR L0, . Nage fandian de mian hén  The noodles at that
hdochi. restaurant are delicious.
BRAZRNZ . W6 bu xihuan chi mian. I don’t like to eat
noodles.
TR, W6 shi da xué sheng. I am a college student.
TR o Jiazhou hén hdo. California is very nice.
PRVEAENT o Ni shud de dui. You are correct.
XIESRIR IS ! Zhé dao cai hén hdo chi. This dish is very
delicious!
BWAT A2 Yoo chi shénme? What do (you) want to eat?

Grammar Points
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The focus of this lesson is using the verb % (ydo) to express volition or desire.

RENZ
W6 yao chi midn.
”1 want to eat noodles.”

There are quite a few uses for the verb % (ydo), which we will learn in other
lessons, however, one of the very common usages is to express ‘to want’ or ‘to
need’ .

For example, in our dialogue, the person wants to eat noodles, therefore he uses
Zi(yao) to express this desire (see example above).

We also saw % (yto) used in a question in the dialogue, namely:

Lz 492

Ydo chi shénme?

"What do (you) want to eat?”
(literally ’Want to eat what?’)

Here are some other examples of sentences where % (yto) is used to express
desire:

FEE K
W6 vyao hé shul .
”1 want to drink water.”

A E P
Ta ydo hui jia.
”She wants to go home.”

TEEIL.

W6 ydao qu Béijing .

”1 want to go to Beijing.”
PREAAT 42

NI ydo =zud shénme?
"What do you want to do?”
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Pronunciation Tip
In this lesson we introduced the four tones of Chinese. Here is a description of
the four tones of Mandarin Chinese:

First tone — high and steady, at your voice’s highest natural pitch

Second tone — rising, like the intonation we use in English to indicate a question
(i.e. huh?)

Third tone — starts relatively low, dips
Fourth tone — falls sharply
There is also the neutral tone, which is short and unemphasized.

Make sure to check out the pinyin chart on the website. Click on the audio files
and listen for the difference in how each word sounds when pronounced in each of
the four tones. The more you expose yourself to Chinese and practice imitating the
sounds, the quicker you will master the tones. It’s not as hard as you think!

Cultural Insight

We talked about the Chinese love of noodles in this lesson. The fascination with
eating noodles goes beyond eating only, however. In China, the humble noodle
embodies a wealth of history and culture. Some notable veneration of the noodle:
the Chinese often eat noodles on their birthday; the long noodles represent long
life. Also, upon returning home from a journey, a noodle dish is traditionally
served.

Of note: it is not considered rude to slurp your soup or noodles in China... much
to your mother’ s chagrin!
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Food is a focal point for Chinese culture, celebrations and family life. We will
teach you more about auspicious Chinese foods and the celebrations surrounding
them in lessons to come! Long live the noodle!



