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In Proverbs – 
Word(s) 43x
Lips 35x
Tongue 20x
Listen(s) 27x
Speech 11x
Speak(s) 12x
Answer 10x



In Proverbs – 
Answers  1x
Gossip 6x
Gossips 1x
Flatters 2x
Slander 2x
Oracle 2x
Total    180x  



Key 1: Pause patiently 

•Silence may lead to a 
sanctified life
When there are many words, sin 
is unavoidable, but the one who 
controls his lips is wise.  
(Proverbs 10: 19 HCSB)



Key 1: Pause patiently 

•Silence may lead to a 
secure life
The one who guards his mouth 
protects his life; the one who 
opens his lips invites his own ruin. 
 (Proverbs 13: 3 HCSB)



Key1: Pause patiently 

•Silence may lead to a 
secure life
The one who guards his mouth 
and tongue keeps himself out of 
trouble.  (Proverbs 21: 23 HCSB)



Key 2: Listen lovingly 

•When we listen we 
receive counsel before 
making choices
A fool’s way is right in his own 
eyes but whoever listens to 
counsel is wise.  (Proverbs 12: 15 
HCSB)



Key 2: Listen lovingly 
•When we listen we 
receive correction after 
making mistakes
An ear that listens to life-giving 
rebukes will be at home among 
the wise.  (Proverbs 15: 31 
HCSB)



Key 2: Listen lovingly 

•When we listen we 
receive confidence when 
making statements 
…the one who listens will speak 
successfully.  (Proverbs 21: 28b)



Key 3: Speak sensitively 

•Speak edifyingly
The lips of the righteous feed 
many… (Proverbs 10: 21a HCSB)  



Key 3: Speak sensitively 

•Speak softly 
A gentle answer turns away 
anger, but a harsh word stirs up 
wrath.  (Proverbs 15: 1 HCSB) 



Key 3: Speak sensitively 

•Speak tactfully 
…pleasant speech increases 
learning….Pleasant words are as a 
honeycomb: sweet to the taste 
and health to the body.  
(Proverbs 16: 21b , 24 HCSB) 



Key 3: Speak sensitively 

•Speak therapeutically 
The tongue that heals is a tree 
of life, but a devious tongue 
breaks the spirit.  (Proverbs 15: 
4 HCSB)  



Key 3: Speak sensitively 

•Speak truthfully
A lying tongue hates those it 
crushes, and a flattering mouth 
causes ruin.  (Proverbs 26: 28 
HCSB)  



Key 3: Speak sensitively 

•Speak conscientiously 
Whoever conceals an offense 
promotes love, but whoever 
gossips about it separates 
friends.  (Proverbs 17: 9 HCSB) 



Key 3: Speak sensitively 

•Speak peacefully
As charcoal for embers and wood 
for fire, so is a quarrelsome man 
for kindling strife.  (Proverbs 26: 
21 HCSB)  
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